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REPORT MADE TO CHARLES A. PLATT, 
ARCHITECT, ON THE PLANTING OF AN 
ESTATE AT GROSSE POINTE, MICH. 


By WitiiamM Pirxriy, JR., Landscape Architect 


Editor's Note—The problem called for the comprehensive development of an estate at Grosse Pointe, Mich., on one 
of the long, narrow lots typical of that locality—a lot 215 ft. by 1100 ft., facing south on Lake St. Clair. The program 
included the following: House about 120 ft. by 50 ft., with large lawn on the lake side, formal garden with garden house, 
tennis court, greenhouse, garage and stables, large vegetable garden, orchard, gardener’s cottage and poultry house. 

A glance at the house plan will suffice to show how materially it has been influenced by the landscape features of the 
program. The garden, with its central grass panel is literally an extension of the hall, and as such must be considered 
an integral part of the floor plan. Also, in order to leave both garden and lake facades free, the main entrance is placed 


at the end of the house. 


Before proceeding with any planting studies the Landscape Architect was called in conference first, with the Archi- 
tect and later, with the client. At these meetings the features of the landscape particularly effecting the architectural 
composition were outlined in a broad way, and it was agreed that all planting studies should be criticised by the Archi- 


tect before being submitted to the client. 


That the fullest measure of co-operation must be practiced between the architect of a given building and the land- 
scape architect who designs the environment of gardens, lawns and plantings, in order to produce the best results, is 


now generally conceded. ‘The accompanying plans and report are an example of such co-operation. 


Perhaps other 


methods might be adopted by which the results of the combined efforts of architect and landscape architect would be 
as harmonious and satisfactory, but the plan here outlined seems to have much to commend it. 


HE following proposals are offered 
as tentative recommendations for 
free criticism before adopting a 
final plan: 

THe Lake Front Lawn: This is 
treated as an informal, though somewhat 
symmetrical setting for the house, by bor- 
dering the sides with nearly continuous plan- 
tations to screen out the drives, and by pre- 
serving an open, unobstructed sweep of lawn 
in the central area. As the existing planta- 
tions along the lines of both adjoining prop- 
erties are fairly dense and of considerable 
height, lower growing trees (Thorns, Native 
Dogwoods, Flowering Crabs, ete.), and tall! 
growing shrubs (Euonymus, Witch-hazel 
and 'Tartarian Honeysuckles) are suggested 
as the foundation of the bordering planta- 
tions—mainly for foliage effect and strong 
mass. The more ornamental, medium sized 
shrubs (Spireas, Deutzias, Forsythias, 
Sweet Pepper bush, Hardy Roses, ete.) are 
to be grouped informally against this back- 
ground to afford variation of height in 


places, and to add moderate touches of color. 
Near the borders, and occasionally in them, 
are indicated a number of collected shade 
trees of good size and form, their actual 
positions to be studied on the ground with 
reference to the views from the street, the 
object being to produce, by foreshortening. 
strong, tall masses to frame the house. 

Along the north property line, extending 
from the house to the boulevard, there exists 
a hedge of tall Arborvitaes, which draws a 
hard, dark line through an otherwise natural- 
istic picture. It is proposed to break this 
up and soften its effect by carrying the ever- 
green forward on to the lawn in an irregular 
plantation near the service drive, this plan- 
tation to consist of Arborvitaes like the 
hedge, but of varying heights. 

Tue Hovse Sertinc: As a culmination 
of the framing shrubbery borders which con- 
verge to the house, it is proposed to place 
two large American Elms in symmetrical 
relation to the front facade, these to be se- 
lected in the country with particular refer- 
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PLANTING PLAN (LEFT HAND SECTION) 


ence to this function and set in place during 
the winter. Further than this no actual 
symmetry in the front lawn is suggested. It 
is proposed to balance two masses of dark 
green by placing a screen of spruce near the 
corner of the service wing, counter to a more 
upright group of red cedars and Biotas at 
the entrance to the forecourt—the latter 
serving also as a foil to the forecourt wall, 
and adding their vertical lines to the group 
of cedars occurring at the rear of the court. 

Very little planting is proposed directly 


against the walls of the front facade and 
about the terrace, as this would be likely to 
destroy a desirable expression of solid foot- 
ing at grade. Ivy is suggested to take the 
place of shrubs, thus allowing the turf to 
meet the foundation walls in places. <A suf- 
ficient setting for the terrace may be effected 
with a few well selected specimen shrubs of 
round or horizontal character, and fine tex- 
tured foliage—(Regel’s Privet, Ilex, Pru- 
nus Tomentosum, Crataegus Pyracantha). 

Tue ApproacH Drive. (Front): The 
































Ae ares ti aL MALLE 
ZVER GREENS 
B-0O | BITA ORIENTALIS 2-8 °| CHINESE SRBOR V/TRE 4 
ZB/-O a “ 9 -/0 fe he x 
BLOM i CONSPICUR +a° ” ‘oom | 3 
c/-V¥ ASUMIPERUS VIRGINIANA 20° RED CEOAR | 6 
“ ” o /6é ’ ” " | , 4 
a ’ ” | 40-42 | . “ | 23 
a ” ” * a | ' " 
“ “ ee 7-8 | | 26 
. S76 . . | ol 
RT-ON| RETINOSPORK O87USl Nii? | 4° | </BPRN CYPRESS | S 
“ ‘e ”% Sb e | “- Za | 4 
7TH-O | 7HUKH OCCLOENTHLIS O-9' | ARBOR VITHE |v 
" “ ” 70 : Y 12 | « - | » 
TH-W “— WARE XNA F-F SIGERIAN FREOR VITHE ie 
” “ 7] I-6 . oe a 2a a 
7Y¥B | THNUS BACCHTH 0/2 | ENGLISH YEW / 
TA-6 “CRM OE NSIS i-18"| Canon 4 
PLP | Pints (46H OS IXS | PWARFE OMT PVE 4 
BROPO\LERVER EVER GREENS 
B2-1R\ HALE /NOICH ROSEA oo a PROIL EF - 
4iZ- 18 “ ALBA 2-3" ‘ v 
C7-/7 COTONE ASTER M1CROU!LA\| 12° COTONEASTE R. é 
CR-P | CRATHEGUS PYKOCANTHH _ FVER GREEN THORN 6 
4-CB\ LLEX CRENATH BONFOLIG | 3-4 | sPRN HOLLY Mt 
/-CM - “  MICROPHYLLA | 3 + 4 . “ vymHl LéRVED | 3 
SYMBOLS REFER TO PLAN AT TOP OF PAGE 
98 








XUM 





THE AMERICAN ARCHITECT 


a ~—- ~~ —— oe st e939 ae 
errr ae a = = BY Te%oF 












































AT AP AS ; 2 A wine 2 ate a€€, nhs =< iishe Tv 7 a ; \ 
SES en a Te oar 5 an oP 


PLANTING PLAN (RIGHT HAND SECTION) 








plantation of trees and shrubs which borders be that of a semi-formal bordered allee—a 
the lawn also serves to border the drive, and _ solid wall of green on one side, a more open 
makes of the approach a separate and dis- _ border on the other, showing glimpses of the 
tinct feature. Along the south property lawn, and terminated at the top of the hill 
line there exists a plantation of tall shrubs by columns of Red Cedars at the gates of 
backed by a number of Elms, Cherries and _ the forecourt. 

Apples. It is proposed to supplement this Tue AprroacH Drive. (Rear): Along 
planting with more shrubs of similar charac- the south property line extending to the rear 
ter, add more trees to the background and _ street, there exists a continuous row of 
extend the plantation to the gate of the fore- | Poplars and Elms which form a good wali 
court. With an ample strip of turf oneither of green. Against this backing it is pro- 
side of the drive, the effect on entering will posed to set a mixed border of tall shrubs, 
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extending from the forecourt to the street 
with occasional breaks or niches left to pro- 
duce shadows and relieve its monotony. <A 
similar border is repeated on the opposite 
side of the drive, serving to screen the flower 
garden, tennis court and vegetable garden. 

As a special feature of the drive, it is pro- 
posed to set into these borders, at alternative 
intervals, groups of Flowering Dogwoods 
and I‘lowering Crabs—to produce a spring 
effect somewhat similar to that of the ap- 
proach drive on the Pratt estate at Glen 
Cove, L. I. 

THe Service Drive: The opposite bor- 
der of the lawn which forms the screen of 
the service drive, is to be faced down on the 
drive side with a strong undergrowth foliage 
and brought close to the edge of the road 
bed—the existing planting along the north 
line to be treated in a similar way. 

THE Forecourt: The view into the ad- 
joining property directly opposite the car- 
riage entrance should be obstructed as much 
as possible. This is effected to some extent 
by the forecourt wall and two trees beyond 
the property line, but it is probable that a 
screen of evergreen against the wall will be 
desirable, although the planting area is quite 





AMERICAN 


ARCHITECT 


limited. Otherwise it is proposed to treat 
the court with simple formality, with mod- 
erate planting in the corners, leaving sym- 
metrical turf areas, and keeping the panel 
within the turn free from any planting. At 
the doorway a pair of round headed speci- 
mens are suggested, possibly of Ilex, though 
later study of this region, after the house is 
up, will develop more definite ideas. 

(Nore. When the forecourt wall was 
built it proved to be fully adequate to screen 
the view into the adjoining property with- 
out the use of tall evergreens. ‘The Archi- 
tect particularly desired to have the panel- 
ling of the wall recognized and emphasized 
to some extent by the planting. ‘The ar- 
rangement shown in the planting plan of 
the forecourt shows the treatment adopted. ) 

THe Garven: The Garden Enclosure. 
Two balanced groups of cedars and other 
evergreens are introduced near the house for 
the following reasons: ‘They seem _ best 
adapted to effect a desired screen in the 
limited planting areas at these points; on the 
east side they are interposed between the 
Hall Terrace and the Greenhouse, which 
they will screen both summer and winter. 
And from the terrace they also foreshorten 
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against the screen of Lombardy Poplars 
which are placed along the property line to 
obscure the string of objectionable buildings 
in the rear of the adjoining property. Fur- 
thermore they will serve the purpose of ef- 
fecting a sharply defined garden vista from 
the house. On each side of the garden, op- 
posite the greenhouse, tall hedges of com- 
mon lilacs are suggested as being tall enough 
to give the desired effect of enclosure, and 
yet not tall enough to cut off the light from 
the greenhouse. 

Beyond these panels of lilacs, the enclos- 
ing plantations are wider and will admit of 
the use of trees thickly underplanted with 
shady growing material. It is proposed to 
effect this with a number of large trees col- 
lected and moved during the winter—sup- 
plementing these with a close planting of 
young nursery trees and saplings to produce 
somewhat the character of a coppice growth. 
This combination of large and small trees 
with undergrowth planting continues around 
the Garden House, giving this building the 
appearance of being set snugly within a 
wood. 

(Notre. The greenhouse was later moved 
to the position shown in the general plant- 
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ing plan, in order to make room for a rose 
garden at the side of the main garden. This 
made it possible to give the garden a much 
more dignified setting by carrying the 
“coppice” treatment about it in a uniform 
border). 

THE FLowEer PaneEts: In determining a 
scheme for the arrangement of flowers in the 
eight rectangular panels, particular thought 
has been given to the maintenance of clean, 
live foliage throughout the seasons. Experi- 
ence has shown that many flower gardens 
take on a shabby and barren appearance 
during the later part of summer, not so 
much from a scarcity of bloom as from a lack 
of green foliage to effectively set off the 
flowers. Experience has also proved that a 
few reliable varieties of flowers displayed in 
a good setting of green give a more unified 
and restful impression than a riot of bloom, 
which even though it produces a continuous 
succession, is more than likely to appear 
mixed and garish. For this reason the beds 
have been arranged to give one simple floral 
effect at a time—a good share of the space 
in each bed being given over to solid green, 
a part of which is supplied by the introduc- 
tion of gardenesque shrubs. For example, 
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SECOND FLOOR PLAN 


CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL, ST. LOUIS, MO. 
MESSRS. MAURAN, RUSSELL & CROWELL, ARCHITECTS 
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FOURTH FLOOR PLAN 


CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL, ST. LOUIS, MO. 


MESSRS. MAURAN, RUSSELL & CROWELL, ARCHITECTS 
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SYMBOLS REFER TO PLAN 


Ponies, Iris and Dictamnus, come into 
bloom in May-June; Spireas and Dier- 
villa in June, and all have lost their flowers 
and are green, while the principal summer 
effect of the bed (Coreopsis, Campanulas, 
Delphiniums, Phlox and Shasta Daisies) is 
at its height. At the same time the 
autumn color effect is still in the green 
stage prior to blooming. This general 
arrangement is repeated axially through- 
out the eight panels and forms the motif 
of the design, but there is_ still room 
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AT TOP OF PAGES 98 AND 99 


for the promiscuous introduction of many 
smaller things of interest, both perennial and 
annual, which are not conspicuous enough to 
produce a spotty and mixed effect. The 
panels are edged with low Barberry hedges 
clipped square, which also help to tie the 
framing masses of green together. 

(Notr. The balance of the report relates 
to the planting and arrangement of the rear 
portion of the property, in which are located 
such utilitarian features as the garage, green- 
house, poultry house, vegetable garden, ete., 
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ARTISTIC DEVELOPMENT OF CITIES RE- 
CEIVES SERIES OF CHECKS 


T is a matter of history that no great 
movement has gone forward continu- 
ously to its ultimate development with- 
out receiving opposition and setbacks, 
from time to time, that were the cause of 
concern and discouragement to those inter- 
ested in the accomplishment of the ends 
sought. As long as the acts of man are 
largely determined by selfishness, indiffer- 
ence, or a mistaken estimate of values due to 
ignorance of actual conditions, there can be 
no material change in the rough and uneven 
course which all forms of human endeavor 
that reach the magnitude and importance of 
general movements must traverse. It is not 
surprising, therefore, that the great impulse 
that has been given to city planning and 
the conservation of the best features of our 
city life and environment during recent 
years should arouse opposition in certain 
quarters, and encounter indifference in 
others that in itself affords opportunity for 
those actively arrayed against progress. 
Two instances involving invasion of the 
rights of the public have lately occupied the 


attention of those interested in the artistic 
appearance of cities. The first is the pro- 
posed erection of a gate house, or pumping 
station, in Morningside Park, New York, 
as an integral part of the water supply sys- 
tem and tunnel being constructed beneath 
Manhattan Island. The engineers and offi- 
cials of the Board of Water Supply have 
given positive assurance that there is no 
possible plan by which encroachment on 
Morningside Park with a structure some 
forty feet high by twice that figure in length 
can be avoided. They declare that there 
are insuperable obstacles of a technical na- 
ture to the acceptance of the suggestion 
that the station be built under ground. 
Also that it is entirely unfeasible to make 
a detour in the course of the tunnel and 
construct it outside the park. In other 
words these employees of the city, paid by 
its citizens, confess inability to solve the 
problem required of them, and instead of 
being vigilant and efficient in the protection 
of the public’s most cherished possessions 
from invasion, are actually planning to con- 
fiscate a portion of the park area and erect 
thereon a structure that is foreign to the 
locality, out of harmony with its environ- 
ment, and can only be considered as a blot 
on the landscape, regardless of architectural 
treatment. Fortunately, the public is not 
obliged to accept as final and conclusive the 
statement that there is no alternative. Its 
faith in the ability of engineers, founded on 
their marvelous accomplishments of the past, 
is too great to believe that they would sur- 
render to any obstacle to locating a mere 
pumping station in any position desired, 
within certain limits. We are all familiar 
with many instances in which engineers of 
repute have gone on record in statements to 
the effect that certain things could not be 
done, and have afterward seen them accom- 
plished with great facility and apparent ease. 
It is significant, too, that in the majority of 
these instances the thing that it was finally 
discovered was feasible, was originally op- 
posed by some powerful interest, whose op- 
position was only withdrawn when it became 
plain that the public and the greatest of 
public servants—the press—were very much 
in earnest and would not be denied. Cases 
in point are the underground trolleys, the 
buried telegraph and telephone wires and the 
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ventilation of subways. The degree of suc- 
cess attained in these directions alone leads 
to the belief that the requirements of the 
situation will be met without encroachment 
upon the open park area, if only the 
opponents of park invasion are sufficiently 
determined to prevent this offense against 
the excellent landscape design in accordance 
with which the park has been developed. As 
a matter of fact the engineers of the Board 
of Water Supply have already, in connec- 
tion with this project, encountered and over- 
come problems and difficulties in comparison 
with which the relocation of a pumping sta- 
tion is mere kindergarten engineering, and 
it would seem as though some other excuse 
than constructive necessity would not only 
‘arry more weight, but would be less liable 
to affect injuriously the standing of a pro- 
fession which now occupies a very high place 
in the public esteem. 

But no excuse is sufficient to justify this 
latest of a series of attempts, extending over 
a period of years, to convert portions of the 
parks to other than park uses. Like its 
predecessors it deserves defeat, and it is 
hoped it will be of such a decisive character 
that potential park despoilers will be de- 
terred in future from attempting to carry 
out their schemes. 


HE second instance of attempted inva- 

sion of public rights in the artistic ap- 
pearance of a city is perhaps of even more 
general interest and importance, as it affects 
the nation’s capital. It seems that Congress 
in 1915 authorized the construction, in 
Washington, on public property, of a heat- 
ing, lighting and power plant to serve cer- 
tain public buildings. The site chosen for 
this plant lies almost directly in the line of 
vision from the White House to the Poto- 





mac. The proposed building will, it is said, 
have a length of some 180 feet and a height 
of 85, above which will tower two or more 
smokestacks of 16 feet diameter, rising to 
a height of approximately 200 feet. Nced- 
less to say, such a structure would utterly 
destroy a beautiful vista now obtained from 
the White House, and constitute an inef- 
faceable blot on the landscape of our princi- 
pal city. Why such a commanding site was 
chosen for a strictly utilitarian building, or 
the necessity for the building at all, are mat- 
ters about which an inquiry would seem to 
be in order, as would also the methods by 
which authorization for the building was 
secured without the knowledge of any of 
the societies or bodies that have the artistic 
well-being of Washington very much at 
heart. As it is generally understood, the 
Fine Arts Commission was created espec- 
ially to supervise from an artistic standpoint 
all public constructions in Washington and 
prevent the commission of mistakes that 
would constitute discordant notes—if noth- 
ing more serious—in the general plan of 
development of the capital. ‘The fact that 
these plans were not submitted to that body 
for a year after their inception, and have 
never received its approval, should in itself 
be sufficient to justify a halt in the work of 
construction. ‘The further fact that vigor- 
ous objections have been voiced by practi- 
‘ally every organization making pretence to 
taste and culture in this country, in addition 
to hundreds of protests recorded by indi- 
viduals, should, it would seem, convince the 
promoters of this outrage that their further 
efforts to impose upon the public would re- 
sult in their own political oblivion. Certain- 
ly, a public servant who persists in palpable 
errors or fails to heed the public demand 
does not deserve continuation in office. 
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CURRENT NEWS AND COMMENT 





Ninety-second Meeting of Southern 
California Chapter, A. I. A. 


The Southern California Chapter of the 
American Institute of Architects held its 
regular meeting in Los Angeles on January 
lith, 1916. 

The meeting was called to order by Presi- 
dent S. Tilden Norton. 

As guests of the Chapter there were 
present: Mr. George C. Collins, Mr. John 
Hisserich, Mr. Harry Iles, Mr. William 
Dellamore and Mr. W. E. Prine. 

The minutes of the ninety-first meeting 
of members were read and approved. 

For the Board of Directors the Secretary 
reported the election of Mr. S. O. Clements 
and Mr. W. J. Dodd to regular member- 
ship. 

For the A. I. A. Subcommittee on Public 
Information Mr. Frohman reported that 
their committee was carefully going over the 
work of other Chapters and determining 
upon a course to be pursued during the 
coming year. 

For the Special Committee on Speculative 
Building Companies, Mr. Percy Eisen re- 
ported that the members of their committee 
had been in attendance on the meetings held 
looking toward the reorganization of the 
Builders’ Exchange. 

For the Committee on Architectural Ex- 
hibition report was made as to the results so 
far attained by Miss Schmidt, and urged 
the members to notify her as to the amount 
of wall space they could use. 

Report was next rendered by Mr. Far- 
quhar relative to the work of the Committee 
on Chapters. After a general discussion of 
the recommendations made by this commit- 
tee, headed by Mr. Frederick Perkins, it was 
moved and duly seconded that this Chapter 
is opposed to the form of Associate member- 
ship as outlined by the committee. Mr. 
Martin moved as an amendment to the mo- 
tion that it was the sense of this meeting that 
the Southern California Chapter was op- 
posed to the form of Associate membership 


as recommended, but that should it be 
deemed wise or prove necessary to the com- 
mittee to retain such form of membership, 
that the term of such membership be reduced 
to two years. ‘This motion was unanimously 
carried. 

Among the communications read were the 
following: 

From Mr. Burt L. Fenner, Secretary of 
the American Institute of Architects, rela- 
tive to a resolution adopted at the 1915 Con- 
vention, in effect that Chapters be requested 
for a period between the 1915 and 1916 con- 
ventions to admit new Chapter members only 
on condition that applicants agree to accept 
all Institute standards, and that they agree 
to make application for Institute member- 
ship within three years from their entrance 
into Chapter, or, failing so to do, that they 
terminate their connection with the Chap- 
ter. This communication was referred to 
the Membership Committee. 

From Mr. Burt L. Fenner, requesting the 
assistance of each Chapter in opposing Con- 
gress Bill No. 743, which bill authorizes the 
construction of a building for the Depart- 
ment of Justice in Washington, such pro- 
test to be registered in view of the fact that 
this legislation is a breach of good faith, in 
that Congress proposes to repudiate an obli- 
gation already incurred in good faith by a 
former President and his Cabinet. Upon 
motion made, duly seconded and carried, the 
Secretary was instructed to address our 
State Senators and Congressmen of local 
districts in regard to the same. 


Philadelphia’s Civic Programme 

The location of Convention Hall, a build- 
ing that forms part of Philadelphia’s civic 
design program, has been definitely decided. 
It will be at Twenty-second street and the 
Parkway. The Mayor urges that an ordi- 
nance be passed that will empower the city 
government to proceed promptly in the con- 
struction of this building for which a sum 
approximating $1,400,000 is said to be avail- 
able. 
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New York Art Commission 


Appointees 
Mayor Mitchel, of New York, has ap- 
pointed as members of the Municipal Art 
Commission to fill existing vacancies Mr. 
Jules Guerin as artist member and Pro- 
fessor James R. Wheeler, as lay member. 


R. Clipston Sturgis Addresses 
Johnstown, Pa. Chamber 


of Commerce 
Mr. R. Clipston Sturgis, president of the 
Institute, made an address on January 27 
before a special committee of the Chamber 
of Commerce of Johnstown, Pa. 


Columbus Civic Center Urged 

The Columbus, O., Chamber of Commerce 
is urgently favoring the development of a 
civic center, the purchase of certain grounds 
and the erection of a group of buildings 
based on a well defined plan. 


Ohio State Association of Architects 

The following officers have been elected 
by the Ohio State Association of Architects. 
George S. Drach, president, Cincinnati; L. 
S. Bellman, vice-president, Toledo; Herbert 
B. Briggs, secretary and treasurer, Cleve- 
land. 


Personals 
Messrs. Stanley K. Neubauer and Paul 
L. Boyd, architects, announce that they are 
now associated for the practice of their pro- 
fession under the firm name of Neubauer & 
Boyd, with offices at 1118-1120 Chestnut 
Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Mr. K. Lee Hyder, architect, announces 
that he has opened offices for the practice of 
his profession in the David Whitney Build- 
ing, Detroit, Mich. He will be glad to re- 
ceive manufacturers’ catalogues and samples. 


Mr. William B::Clarke and Mr. Morton 
H. Levy, architects, have recently formed a 
copartnership for the. practice of their pro- 
fession. Their offiées, are located in Savan- 
nah, Ga. Manufacturers’ samples and lit- 
erature are desired. 
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Mr. C. B. R. Bogart, architect, Hacken- 
sack, N. J., has announced that he is now 
associated in the practice of architecture 
with Mr. C. W. Brazer, of New York City. 
The New York offices are located at 1133 
Broadway. 


Messrs. William B. Hunt and W. IL. 
Kopitke, architects, have entered into part- 
nership, and have opened offices for the prac- 
tice of their profession in the Spitzer Build- 
ing, Toledo, O. 


Obituary 
E. F. Baldwin, of the firm of Baldwin & 
Pennington, architects, Baltimore, Md., 


died at his home in that city on January 20. 
Mr. Baldwin was seventy-eight years old. 


Mr. John Bacon Hutchings, architect, 
died recently at his home in Louisville, Ky. 
Mr. Hutchings was president of the Louis- 
ville Chapter of the American Institute of 
Architects at the time of his death. 


BOOK NOTE 

THE ARCHITECT’S AND BuILpEr’s Pocket- 
Boox. A handbook for Architects, Struc- 
tural Engineers, Builders and Draughts- 
men. By the late Frank E. Lidder. Full 
flexible cloth, 1,700 pages. 


lod 


Size 444. x 7 


inches. Price, $5.00. New York, John 
Wiley & Sons, Inc. London, Chapman 
& Hall, Ltd. 


This is the sixteenth rewritten edition of 
this valuable reference work, which is so well 
known that it is not believed any extended 
notice will be necessary to apprise architects 
of its worth. The preparation of a new edi- 
tion of a work of this magnitude is practi- 
cally as laborious as the making of a new 
book on usual topics. So rapidly do build- 
ing methods change, so radical is the substitu- 
tion of methods, and so many new and di- 
verse are the problems presented in practice 
that a work fully covering the building field 
must be frequently revised to keep abreast 
of the changes constantly taking place. 

The revision of this work and the addition 
of many important new methods, brings it 
up to the latest forms of practice, and con- 
serves its early reputation as an accurate and 
convenient guide in the field to which it is 
devoted. 
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Floor Treatments 

The Minwax Company, Inc., 18 East 
Forty-first street, New York City, has is- 
sued Bulletin No. 8, devoted to the subject 
of making floors as nearly as possible wear- 
proof. It is acknowledged that to do this 
absolutely is a physical impossibility, but to 
minimize wear and the dusting which results 
from it, is the aim of manufacturers of floor 
treatments. ‘The methods of doing this re- 
solve themselves, it is stated, into two classes. 
First, is what may be called the integral 
method, in which it is sought to minimize 
surface abrasion by incorporating in the 
floor topping, during construction, a hard- 
ening material which will produce a wear- 
resisting surface. Second, is what may be 
defined as the method of external applica- 
tion. ‘Treatments in this class vary from a 
mere surface coating to a sub-surface im- 
pregnation. To this latter class Minwax 
Floor Filler and Finish belongs. 

Floor treatment, with Minwax floor filler, 
it is stated, is not a surface application, but 
a saturation of the material immediately 
beneath the surface, sometimes to a depth 
of one-half inch, depending upon the den- 
sity of the material. The action is purely 
mechanical. The volatile oil carrying the 
wax in solution penetrates by capillary ac- 
tion the voids and pores of the floor. ‘The 
oil then, it is stated, evaporates quickly, 
leaving the heavy mineral wax hermetically 
sealing the pores of the material against 
penetration of moisture and lending support 
to the particles. 

The filler, it is claimed, is acid-proof and 
alkali-proof. That it penetrates quickly, 
and although there is a slight darkening of 
the floor color immediately after application, 
this disappears as the oil evaporates, leav- 
ing the appearance of the floor unchanged. 
In the case of marble, however, the surface 
takes on a translucent effect, similar to that 
of alabaster. 

The physical effect of Minwax floor filler 
is said to be to harden and strengthen the 
surface by increasing its density. It also 
makes a floor non-absorbent. 


Other details and specifications for apply- 
ing this floor filler are given in the bulletin 
referred to, together with illustrations of 
numerous buildings, floors of which are said 
to have been treated with this preparation. 
The bulletin will be sent to architects upon 
request. 


Red Gum 

The Gum Lumber Manufacturers’ Asso- 
ciation, Memphis, 'Tenn., has compiled and 
published a quantity of technical informa- 
tion about Red Gum, in the form of a pam- 
phlet of some sixteen pages. 

In this pamphlet are shown by means of 
half-tone cuts, the effects produced by the 
different methods of manufacturing Red 
Gum, and treatments are described which, 
if followed in specifying, should avoid mis- 
understanding and confusion. It is stated 
that Red Gum has become a leading cabinet 
wood because of its beauty, adaptability and 
fine workable qualities. It is also claimed 
that experience has taught dry kiln men how 
to handle Red Gum satisfactorily, so that 
now no more difficulty is had with kiln dry- 
ing Red Gum than with any of the other 
fine cabinet woods. 

Red Gum trees produce both sap wood 
and hard wood. Commercially, the term 
“Red Gum” applies to the heart wood of 
the Red Gum tree. Unselected gum or sap 
gum may be partially heart wood and par- 
tially sap wood, or all sap wood. 

These matters and many others of im- 
portance to the architects in specifying 
woods for various finishes are explained in 
this booklet, which may be had upon re- 
quest. 


Electrical Supply Year Book 

The Western Electric Company, with 
general offices at 463 West street, New 
York City, and branches: in all principal 
cities, has issued its year book for 1916. 

By its use, customers-are able to deter- 
mine at a glance the approximate cost of 
any of the thousands of items of merchandise 
catalogued. 
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In this book will be found listed all stand- 
ard electrical apparatus and supplies. Most 
of the material catalogued is carried in stock 
at the various distributing houses. 

It is doubtful if a more’ complete work 
on electrical supplies has vet been published, 
and by the aid of it architects can not only 
make selections of the equipment desired 
for various requirements, but can obtain 
much data concerning space necessary to 
accommodate the devices determined upon, 
the duty which they will perform, and their 
approximate cost. 


Grinnell Automatic Sprinklers 

The Grinnell Bulletin, for January, pub- 
lished by the General Fire Extinguisher 
Company, Providence, R. I., is devoted 
largely to preparedness, as it applies to a 
great many manufacturers of war muni- 
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tions. Attention is called to the fact that 
munitions factories protected by autom tic 
sprinklers have not suffered by the epideiic 
of fires which have lately broken out in this 
type of building. Attention is also directed 
to the fires recently occurring in factory 
buildings in Pittsburgh and _ Brooklyn, 
which it is believed emphasize the necessity 
of sprinkler protection in all buildings of the 
factory type. 

An impressive table, published in this bul- 
letin, is that giving a record of fires that 
have occurred under Grinnell Sprinklers, 
between September 1, 1915, and December 
1, 1915. The average loss from fires where 
Grinnell sprinklers are used, aside from 
foreign fires, amounts, according to this 
table, to $272.40. 

Copies of this bulletin or others published 
by the same company may be had upon 
request. 
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9 DETAIL OF MAIN DOOR 


THE CATHEDRAL, ALTAMURA, ITALY (13TH CENTURY) 








